Your visit to THE NATIONAL FOREST…

SPOTTER SHEET!

When you arrive we will be helping your group to explore the woodland actively, and also use their senses: hands, eyes, ears and noses.

Here are some ideas to help you practise being explorers while you are on the coach, by looking out of the windows. 

Remind children to stay in their seats all the time.

Do not give the children anything to read in case it makes them travel sick.

Best wishes, the Environmental Education ProjectTeam from 

Rosliston Forestry Centre (South Derbyshire District Council)

– see you later!

1. TOWN and COUNTRY As you travel, see what is changing around you as you pass through towns, villages and open countryside. What is different about roads, verges/ pavements, traffic? Are there different birds or animals (sheep? Dogs?)Are there different colours, sounds or smells? How do you know whether you are in a town or the countryside? How are the places you see different to where you live?

2. WHERE ARE YOU? Look for the names of places you go through. Are they on signs? Shops? Sometimes villages or towns have special name signs, with pictures or information on as well as the name of the place–see how many different ones you can spot. What do they tell you?

3. When you reach THE NATIONAL FOREST, you should start to notice that some of the towns and villages have a special green and white sign, saying they are in The National Forest –see how many you can spot. Can you see The National Forest ‘logo’?

4. Look for colours! Can you see all the colours of the rainbow from the coach window? Where are they (e.g. on the road, in a house) Are they ‘natural’ or ‘man made’  

Use your colour chart to tick off the ones you have spotted.

5.   SEASONS! What time of year is it? There are different things growing at different times of the year – What can you see outside that would tell someone what time of year it is? (e.g. someone who has been asleep for months or years)

6. PEOPLE - What would tell you that the people in the houses you pass are celebrating a religious or cultural festival? 

You could count how many Christmas Trees or other special festival decorations you can see in windows. What do decorations tell you about the people that live there?

Note to teachers

If you are not doing the colour chart work, tippex out the line that mentions charts before you photocopy the sheet - the children can do the activity without them.

I suggest you get colour charts from your local DIY store, but ask them in advance for some from last season so you don’t upset them by raiding all the current ones!

In the spring, you could ask the children to spot ornamental ‘Maple Trees’ coming into leaf (they are pink instead of green; found in gardens not the countryside), or look for spring flowers e.g. crocus, daffodil, or blossom. Do they know what blossom turns into? E.g. fruit or nuts.

In the summer there is a big difference between the flowers of the roadside and those in peoples’ gardens. See if the children can spot this and suggest why. Also the horse chestnut (conker) trees have big clumps of white (occasionally pink) flowers like candles. 

In the autumn there are changes in the colours of leaves. See if any of the children are sharp-eyed enough to spot fruit on trees or spot a conker tree!

Additional ideas:

You could do counts, e.g. church towers or spires, number of cars with just one person inside, no of buses; 

You could have a competition between the children on one side of the aisle and the other. 

Or you might like to add your own ideas or instructions.

Please let the member of staff that greets you know whether you have used the sheets or not, or done your own, as then we know whether to refer to it or not!

You may wish to amend the sheet to suit the age /abilities of your own groups.

If you have any queries about this sheet, or want a copy emailing to you to make your own changes, contact us on 01283 535039, or email: rosliston@south-derbys.gov.uk
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